
THE ROCK MUSICAL

Music and Lyrics by 
Steven Cheslik-deMeyer

Lyrics, Book and Additional Music by 
Tim Maner

Music and Additional Lyrics by 
Alan Stevens Hewitt

Directed by Shyama Nithiananda
Music Directed by Gary Adler

September 28–October 29, 2023



Theatre Three is “Killin’ It” This Season!

Theatre Three’s bright, bold (and downright fun) 2023/24 
season features three musicals, three classic and 

award-winning plays, one hilarious play with music, and the 
world premiere of an adaption by a local playwright. 

Purchase a Flex Subscription today! 
We’ve added a 4-Pack Flexible Subscription option! This plan allows you to use 
your four tickets however you’d like. Want to see one show four times? Go for it! 

For more about the new season, visit www.Theatre3Dallas.com.

Questions? Call the T3 Box Office at 214.871.3300.
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Theatre Three is supported by its Board of Directors, by subscribers, 
by funds from the City of Dallas Office of Arts & Culture, The Texas 
Commission on the Arts, TACA, Dallas Tourism Public Improvement 
District, Hoblitzelle Foundation, and The Shubert Foundation. This 
project is supported in part by an award from the National Endowment 
for the Arts. A major contribution from the estate of Marlene Webb, a 
longtime subscriber, has established the Theatre Three Endowment 
Fund in support of the building and its equipment.



T3 PEOPLE ADDITIONAL INFO.

This playbill is a publication of Theatre Three, Inc. in 
support of LIZZIE: THE MUSICAL
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Shyama Nithiananda 
(DIRECTOR) is thrilled to be 
returning to Theatre Three 
after working as assistant 
director on Who's Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf?. She served 
as director on Guards at the 
Taj and assistant director 
on Witch at Stage West 
Theatre, associate director 
and dramaturg on He's Born, 
He's Borne at Undermain 
Theatre. She has also worked 
as an actor and playwright 
in DFW since earning her 
BFA in Theatre Studies 
from Southern Methodist 
University with emphases 
in directing, acting, and 
playwriting. 

Gary Adler (MUSIC 
DIRECTOR) is a recent, 
proud citizen of Dallas, after 
spending 31 years in New York 
City. While he was there, he 
served as the music director/
arranger for the Radio City 
Christmas Spectacular, and 
also music directed Avenue 
Q on Broadway. As a writer, 
Gary received two 2005 
Drama Desk nominations for 
his music and lyrics for the 
off-Broadway hit Altar Boyz. 
He co-produced and arranged 
two albums for Broadway’s 
Telly Leung, and has toured 
extensively with Chita Rivera. 
Other New York playing/
conducting credits include 
The Fantasticks, Urinetown, 
Hairspray, Kinky Boots, It 
Shoulda Been You, and 
Nunsense. Gary is thrilled to 
tap into his long suppressed 
rock 'n roll fantasies with 
Lizzie!

Emily Bernet 
(CHOREOGRAPHY) is a 
Dallas native, and Co-Artistic 
Director of Bombshell Dance 
Project. As choreographer 
and movement director Emily 
has created for Cry Havoc 
Theater Company, Watering 

Hole Collective’s Spring 
Awakening, Fair Assembly’s 
Macbeth, and The Cube. Her 
work for Bombshell Dance 
Project has been presented 
across Texas and beyond 
including the Jacob’s Pillow 
Inside/Out Festival and 
AT&T PAC’s Elevator Project. 
She is a graduate of SMU 
and Booker T. Washington 
HSPVA.

Shahrzad Mazaheri 
(COSTUME DESIGNER) 
is excited to be back with 
Theatre Three again! She has 
been a costume designer 
in Iran and in the US for 
over 12 years. Among her 
national credits are The 
Good John Proctor, Becky, 
Nurse of Salem, Sweeney 
Todd and Sueño at Trinity 
Rep, and English at Berkeley 
Rep. In DFW area, she has 
worked with Undermain 
Theatre, Theatre Three, 
Amphibian Stage and Teatro 
Dallas. See more of her at 
shahrzadmazaheri.com

Aaron Johansen 
(LIGHTING DESIGNER) 
is a Dallas-based lighting 
designer for theater and 
live events. He is delighted 
to be returning to Theatre 
Three after designing 
Little Shop of Horrors at 
Shakespeare park. Previous 
collaborations have included: 
Dallas Theater Center; 
Dallas Children’s Theater; 
Second Thought Theater 
(Artistic Associate); 
Kitchen Dog Theater 
(Company Member); 
Dallas Shakespeare; 
Stage West; Uptown 
Players; Cry Havoc Theater 
Company; Cara Mía Theatre 
and Sweet Tooth Hotel 
Art installation. Aaron is also 
the co-lighting director for 
the Drone Racing League 
where he designs lighting 

for drone race courses 
around the country. Follow 
my work and me on 
Instagram 
@Famoustrendywizard. 
Enjoy the show! 

Noah James Heller 
(SOUND DESIGNER) is 
so excited to be working 
with Theatre Three for 
the very first time! Recent 
credits include King Lear/
Much Ado About Nothing/
Two Gentlemen of Verona 
at Shakespeare Dallas, 
Natural Shocks/I & You 
at Echo Theatre, and Is 
Edward Snowden single? 
at Second Thought 
Theatre. He has a degree 
in Directing/Playwrighting 
from Southern Methodist 
University, and would like 
to thank his partner Katie 
Ibrahim for her eternal love 
and support, along with 
their cats Squid and Posie.

Bradley Atuba 
(INTIMACY 
COORDINATOR) is 
thrilled to be a part of the 
Lizzie team as Intimacy 
Director. He earned his ID 
certification through IDC 
and his Master of Fine Arts 
(M.F.A) in Acting at SMU. 
Bradley is also an actor in 
the DFW area: projects 
include Trouble in Mind 
and Cake Ladies (DTC) Big 
Scary Animals (Theatre 
Three), Witch (StageWest), 
and Romeo & Juliet (GRSF). 
He is represented by Mary 
Collins Agency. In his 
spare time, Bradley loves 
streaming Renaissance by 
Beyonce.

Claire Boschert 
(STAGE MANAGER) 
(she/her) is a Dallas-based 
stage manager and 
theatermaker. She was 
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last at T3 as the SM for I 
Love You... and the ASM for 
Young Frankenstein. Some 
other recent credits include 
SMing The Last Flapper (Belle 
Sauvage), Natural Shocks 
(Echo Theatre), and Women 
of Troy (Cry Havoc). Claire is 
the Operations Manager at 
The Firehouse Theatre and 
is grateful for everyone who 
encouraged her to pursue 
making art. @CBoschery
 
Javier Betancourt 
(CELLO) is a cellist and 
instructor in the Dallas area 
happy to join Theatre Three 
for the very first time. With 
about 25 musical theater 
productions, however, is 
not new to theatre.  After 
performing for Lyric Stage, 
Denton Theatre, Firehouse 
Theatre, and others in the 
area, Theatre Three was a 
great opportunity to make 
new friends and perform for 
a new audience. Having a 
classical music background 
from the University of 
North Texas, rock cello was 
something to get excited 
about in this show. I look 
forward to shredding that 
cello in a rock band. 

Scott A. Eckert (BASS) 
returns to Theatre Three 
having provided Music 
Direction for Once, A Little 
Night Music, and The Hot 
Mikado. Lizzie comes hard 
on the heels of his recent 
original work, Death The 
Musical III: Escape Room at 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre. If 
you’re wondering about his 
seeming fascination with 
kicking the bucket, let’s just 
say his therapist is a rich man. 
Troubled, but rich. 

Eduardo Vélez III 
(GUITAR)is a DFW-native 
actor and musician. He 
graduated from Baylor 

University Theatre in 2022 
and has since been seen 
in productions with Dallas 
Theater Center, Cara Mía 
Theatre Company, and 
Teatro Dallas. He is excited 
to work with Theatre Three 
for the first time.

Ashley Westgate 
(DRUMSET) has supported 
the DFW musical theatre 
scene from the lowly 
pit for almost 30 years.  
Besides moonlighting 
as a percussionist, she 
also music directs, sings, 
plays piano, and conducts 
musicals in the area. 
Occasionally, she can even 
be coaxed onto the stage! 
When she’s not drumming, 
she can be found teaching 
children of all ages to sing, 
baking fancy cakes, traveling, 
gardening, taking pictures, 
or chauffeuring her two little 
boys around town.
 
 

Presley Duyck  
(LIZZIE BORDEN) is 
over-the-moon to be back at 
Theatre Three! Recent credits 
include: Next to Normal 
(Natalie) at Theatre Three, 
Gypsy (Louise) at Theatre 
Arlington, Mamma Mia! 
(Sophie) at Lyric Stage, Kinky 
Boots (Nicola) at Uptown 
Players, and Elf (Jovie) at 
Firehouse Theatre. Berklee 
College of Music grad. She'd 
like to thank the incredible 
production/creative team, 
her family, friends, and 

mentors for their love and 
support. Always for Chloe. 
@presley.duyck

Ja’Naye Flanagan  
(EMMA BORDEN) is 
honored to not only be a part 
of her first Theatre Three 
production but to also be 
a part of this phenomenal 
cast. This actor, dancer, 
singer, teaching artist and 
playwright believes in 
giving God the glory and 
thanking him for all of the 
opportunities given. 
[Joshua 1:9] Favorite Credits: 
World premieres – His Story 
and May We All, Pippin 
(Leading Player) and The 
Color Purple (Squeak)
Instagram: @_._janaye
 

Lauren Urso Gray 
(ALICE RUSSELL) is thrilled 
to be making her Theatre 
Three debut with this stellar 
cast and crew! Select credits: 
Vivian Kensington in Legally 
Blonde (Garland Summer 
Musicals), Sheri Christian in 
Rock of Ages (Lyric Theatre 
of OK), Portia in Something 
Rotten (Garland Civic 
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Theatre), Judy Bernly in 9 to 5 
(GSM), and Aida (Fort Worth 
Opera). Proud Oklahoma City 
University Musical Theatre 
and Vocal Performance alum. 
In addition to performing, she 
teaches voice. 
@your_authentic_voice

Lauren LeBlanc 
(BRIDGET) was last seen at 
Theatre Three in the remount 
of I Love You, You’re Perfect, 
Now Change and as the title 
role in The Manufactured 
Myth of Eveline Flynn. Local 
credits: Circle Theatre, 

Second Thought, Casa 
Mañana, Shakespeare in 
the Bar. She teaches the 
Advanced Acting Learning 
Lab at Booker T Washington 
HSPVA—an internship 
collaboration with Theatre 
Three—and is the Chief 
Rep for the DFW chapter of 
the Parent-Artist Advocacy 
League. For The Team. 
IG: @laurenkleblanc 
www.laurenkleblanc.com

Claire Greenberg 
(UNDERSTUDY/ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR) is a professional 

singer, actor and director.  
Some of her acting credits 
include Trouble in Mind 
and A Christmas Carol 
at Dallas Theatre Center, 
Ragtime at Lyric Stage, and 
A Gentlemen’s Guide at 
Watertower Theater. She 
is the Executive Director 
of The Watering Hole 
Collective where she 
produced/directed Spring 
Awakening. She is an 
alumni of Oklahoma City 
University. Thank you to her 
amazing friends and family, 
especially Adam for all of 
his love and support.
@claire_greenberg

Undermain Theatre 
Presents the Regional 

Premiere of 
Bondage by Star Finch

September 28 - 
October 15, 2023

Tickets at undermain.org
214-747-5515

40 Seasons of Light 
Underground





Theatre Three is committed to recognizing the donors who ensure our ability to make 
world class theatre here in Dallas. Join this list of wonderful patrons and make a gift to 
Theatre Three’s Annual Fund today! While we work diligently to ensure that everyone is 
acknowledged properly for their contributions, sometimes mistakes are made. If you have 
a correction to request – PLEASE, call our Managing Director, Kat Edwards at 
(214) 871-3300 x101 to ensure that you are recognized accurately in the future. This list 
represents gifts received between September 28, 2022 through September 28, 2023.

T3 PATRONS • THE ANNUAL FUND

THEATRE ANGELS
$10,000 & above
Ms. Sarah M. HansenMs. Sarah M. Hansen
Mr. David G. Luther, Jr.Mr. David G. Luther, Jr.
Mrs. Janet Spencer Shaw & Mrs. Janet Spencer Shaw & 
   Mr. Lewis Shaw   Mr. Lewis Shaw
Mr. Paul WingoMr. Paul Wingo
City of Dallas Office of City of Dallas Office of 
   Arts and Culture   Arts and Culture
The Shubert FoundationThe Shubert Foundation
Visit Dallas (DTPIDC)Visit Dallas (DTPIDC)

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE
$1000 – $9,999
Ida Jane & Doug BaileyIda Jane & Doug Bailey
Mr. Bill BondMr. Bill Bond
Brad & Rebecca BrownBrad & Rebecca Brown
Ms. Suzanne BurkheadMs. Suzanne Burkhead
John & Bonnie DePasseJohn & Bonnie DePasse
In Memory of Pieter & In Memory of Pieter & 
   Afaf Dubbelday   Afaf Dubbelday
Ms. Mia V. GlogauMs. Mia V. Glogau
Stan Graner & Jim McBrideStan Graner & Jim McBride
Fred and Jerri GrunewaldFred and Jerri Grunewald
Harry S. Moss FoundationHarry S. Moss Foundation
Charles & Trudy HessCharles & Trudy Hess
Ms. Emily JeffersonMs. Emily Jefferson
Moody Fund Moody Fund 
Karol OmlorKarol Omlor
Margot B. PerotMargot B. Perot
Booker T. Washington Booker T. Washington 
   Theatre Guild   Theatre Guild

Jessica Turner Waugh and Jessica Turner Waugh and 
   Jeff Waugh   Jeff Waugh
Mr. Dale A. WheelerMr. Dale A. Wheeler
TACATACA
Texas Commission on the ArtsTexas Commission on the Arts
Texas Instruments FoundationTexas Instruments Foundation

LEADING PLAYERSLEADING PLAYERS
$500 – $999$500 – $999  
Mr. & Mrs. Edward & Mr. & Mrs. Edward & 
   Lisa Ahnert   Lisa Ahnert
John P. Bell, Jr.John P. Bell, Jr.
KEMBKEMB
Claudia DavisClaudia Davis
Laura V. EstradaLaura V. Estrada
Doug Dorey & Bob Doug Dorey & Bob 
GoldbergGoldberg
Michael & Lynette HajdukMichael & Lynette Hajduk
Melinda JohnsonMelinda Johnson
Sam & Barbara McKenneySam & Barbara McKenney
Deborah McMurrayDeborah McMurray
William and Conni St. William and Conni St. 
AngeloAngelo
Kathy S. WardKathy S. Ward
In Honor of In Honor of 
   Janet Spencer Shaw   Janet Spencer Shaw
Scott & Susan WilliamsScott & Susan Williams

GRAND  STANDGRAND  STAND
$250 – $499$250 – $499  
Mr. & Mrs. Mr. & Mrs. 
   Gregory K. Boydston   Gregory K. Boydston

Mr. Lynn & Mr. Lynn & 
   Andrew B. Derman   Andrew B. Derman
Carol Jablonski & Carol Jablonski & 
   Michael Dill   Michael Dill
Ms. Ruth McAlester DuffMs. Ruth McAlester Duff
Lee & Paula EilbottLee & Paula Eilbott
W. John GlancyW. John Glancy
Mr. & Mrs. Mr. & Mrs. 
   Jack W. Hawkins   Jack W. Hawkins
Michael & Janine MasonMichael & Janine Mason
Ms. Carlene Peal-SconceMs. Carlene Peal-Sconce
Deborah & Craig SuttonDeborah & Craig Sutton
Alison WrightAlison Wright

BACKSTAGE BACKSTAGE 
BENEFACTORSBENEFACTORS
$125 – $249$125 – $249  
Curtis BagleyCurtis Bagley
John BarnesJohn Barnes
Cathey Ann Fears & Cathey Ann Fears & 
   Mark Blaquiere   Mark Blaquiere
Allison BretAllison Bret
John DaviesJohn Davies
Harryette EhrhardtHarryette Ehrhardt
Brian FerrellBrian Ferrell
Nancy & Solomon IsraelNancy & Solomon Israel
Tracy LaFleurTracy LaFleur
Gary GrubbsGary Grubbs
Mr. & Mrs. Jim NugentMr. & Mrs. Jim Nugent
Bill Pervin & Susan ChizeckBill Pervin & Susan Chizeck
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory ShinnMr. & Mrs. Gregory Shinn
AnonymousAnonymous



FRIENDSFRIENDS
$1 – $124$1 – $124
John AlexanderJohn Alexander
Kelly ArroyoKelly Arroyo
Linda BambinaLinda Bambina
Ms. Sally W. BennettMs. Sally W. Bennett
Blackbaud Giving FundBlackbaud Giving Fund
In memory of Shari MeldeIn memory of Shari Melde
Wayne & Tonna BrockWayne & Tonna Brock
Larry & Talan BurgessLarry & Talan Burgess
Patsy CampPatsy Camp
Suzanne CobbSuzanne Cobb
Carol L. CroyCarol L. Croy
Ava DamriAva Damri
Drew DixonDrew Dixon
Boyce & Pat FarrarBoyce & Pat Farrar
Drew Feldman & Drew Feldman & 
   Ty Fanning /    Ty Fanning / 
   unMasqued Theatre   unMasqued Theatre
Stephanie FeltonStephanie Felton
Ms. Jane S. GainesMs. Jane S. Gaines
John GarradJohn Garrad
AnonymousAnonymous
Greg & Heda HahnGreg & Heda Hahn

Ms. Dawn Marie HallgrenMs. Dawn Marie Hallgren
David & Cherry HaymesDavid & Cherry Haymes
Christiane HepferChristiane Hepfer
Dan HinsonDan Hinson
Mr. Mark JacobsMr. Mark Jacobs
Howard & Marla JancoHoward & Marla Janco
Gil & ForrestGil & Forrest
Sue & Phil JohnSue & Phil John
Scott Jordan and Tim Scott Jordan and Tim 
MyrickMyrick
Chuck & Lolisa LaengerChuck & Lolisa Laenger
Mrs. Kelly K. LaneMrs. Kelly K. Lane
Flo LeslieFlo Leslie
Ms. Frances McGlinnMs. Frances McGlinn
Corinne MinshewCorinne Minshew
Mr. Mircea Vasile NegreaMr. Mircea Vasile Negrea
Yvonne PerkinsYvonne Perkins
Zade RosenthalZade Rosenthal
Ken & Phyllis RueckertKen & Phyllis Rueckert
Lisa RyanLisa Ryan
Gretchen ShoultzGretchen Shoultz
Allen SimmonsAllen Simmons
Mazem SinoMazem Sino
Kent SmithKent Smith

James F. Strune & Mary James F. Strune & Mary 
Anne Gentry-StruneAnne Gentry-Strune
Ms. Nancy TuffinMs. Nancy Tuffin
Andy Smith & Paul von Andy Smith & Paul von 
WupperfeldWupperfeld
AnonymousAnonymous
Mrs. Carol WrightMrs. Carol Wright
Ken & Anita WrobelKen & Anita Wrobel
Michael ZidellMichael Zidell

IN KIND DONORSIN KIND DONORS
SoloShoe Communications, SoloShoe Communications, LLCLLC    
Content PilotContent Pilot

PLEASE NOTE:PLEASE NOTE: This list  This list 
does not yet include the does not yet include the 
incredible people who incredible people who 
donated during North donated during North 
Texas Giving Day. Texas Giving Day. 
We'll be updating this page We'll be updating this page 
as soon as possible!as soon as possible!

A very special thank you to all those who joined in giving to the Jac 
Alder Legacy Fund. Together we raised over $500,000!!! Your gifts 
have led to the creation of truly great theatre, and we hope others 
will join you in supporting the future of Theatre Three.



TACA – The Arts Community 
Alliance – supports excellence 
and impact in the arts through 
grantmaking, capacity building, 
and thought leadership. Our 
growing investment in the arts 
fuels dynamic organizations, 
exciting new work, and 
increasing opportunities for 
artists and audiences to connect 
– all making Dallas a great place 
to live and work. 

taca-arts.org
Photo credit: Agora Artists, Sharen Bradford, 
Greater Dallas Youth Orchestra

This season is made possible by generous donations from our supporters, including The Beasley Foundation, The Brierley Foundation, City of Dallas Office of Arts and Culture, 
City of Dallas Park and Recreation, Dallas Convention and Visitor's Bureau, Dallas Shakespeare Club, Fichtenbaum  Charitable Trust, Hillcrest 

Foundation/Bank of America, Interabang Books, Sara Losinger, The Eugene McDermott Foundation, David Brown, The Ben E. Keith Company, Rea Charitable Trust, 
The Simmons Foundation, Texas Commision on the Arts, Central Market, Texas Travel Industry Recovery Program, Theatre League of Kansas City & The Arts and Community Alliance 
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